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Moyne d'Iberville, brought back to the Mississippi the
cross and the lilies.

Of all the explorers of America La Salle has given
the most brilliant example of French energy and
initiative. An adventurer, perhaps, but an adventurer
of genius, he dominated his age. But his unfinished
work must not be allowed to obscure the labours of
men of a stamp similar to his own, who, before and
after him, carried the name of France from one end of
America to the other.

For the most part these men were not successful in
penetrating farther west than the Great Lakes. But all,
or at least the best known of them, while La Salle
pursued his destiny, served the same cause. Some, like
Daniel Du Lhut, Lamotte-Cadillac, the Sieur de Saint
Lusson, Tbnti, or the talkative Recollet, Hennepin,
chose the lands to the south for the scene of their
exploits or the field of their commercial operations;
others, like Jean Bourdon, Medard des Groseilliers, and
Pierre Radisson, made their way towards the great
northern bay which took its name from the English
explorer, Hudson; still others, like Louis Jolliet, ex-
plored Labrador. But all laboured for the expansion
of France and of Christian civilization. As La Salle
had done along the Mississippi, and as others had done
before La Salle, they built forts and founded missions;
forts which were often only warehouses or trading
posts, missions that were always sanctuaries. Forts
and missions alike were always built at strategic points,
whether the choice was dictated by a desire for se-
curity, self-interest, or simple faith; so much so that
today it is not easy to list all the modern American
cities which rise on the site of a palisade of stakes, or a